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Making waves for Vanuatu’s coral reefs

$Q�LQIHVWDWLRQ�RI�&URZQ�RI�7KRUQV�VWDU¿VK�IHHGLQJ�RQ�D�FRUDO�UHHI�LQ�WKH�$PDO�DQG�&UDE�%D\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�$UHD�RII�0DOHNXOD�

by Sarah Graham*

$1�$PHULFDQ�IDPLO\�RI�¿YH�KDV�EHHQ�WUDYHOOLQJ�
through the islands of Vanuatu for the past 

WKUHH�PRQWK� UDLVLQJ�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�DFWLYHO\�
mitigating against the threat of the Crown of 

7KRUQV�VWDU¿VK�FXUUHQWO\�DIIHFWLQJ�9DQXDWX¶V�
reefs.

Dr Janis Steele and Dr Brooks McCutchen, 

along with their three children Connor 19, 

5RZDQ����DQG�*DYLQ�����KDYH�EHHQ� WDONLQJ�
with communities, conducting coral reefs 

VXUYH\V� DQG� UHPRYLQJ� &URZQ� RI� 7KRUQV� DV�
they sail about the archipelago on their yacht 

Llyr.

The Steele-McCutchens operate a family 

agroforestry farm in the US where they 

produce maple syrup and focus on 

sustainable farming practices.

+DOI�WKH�\HDU�WKH\�OLYH�DQG�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�IDUP��
DQG�WKH�RWKHU�KDOI�RI� WKH�\HDU�� WKH\� OLYH�DQG�
work aboard Llyr. 

6LQFH�PDNLQJ�D�FRPPLWPHQW�¿YH�\HDUV�DJR�
WR�SURPRWH�DQG�VXSSRUW�RFHDQ�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�
DQG� VXVWDLQDEOH� OLYHOLKRRGV� IRU� LVODQG�
FRPPXQLWLHV�� WKH\¶YH� KDG� 9DQXDWX� LQ� WKHLU�
sights due to its rich cultural and biological 

GLYHUVLW\��DQG�LWV�JHRJUDSKLF�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�

7KHLU�DLP� LV� WR�YROXQWHHU� WKHLU�VDLOLQJ�YHVVHO�
DQG� VHUYLFHV� WR� KHOS� ORFDO� DQG� UHJLRQDO�
projects in Vanuatu strengthen capacity 

IRU� VXVWDLQDEOH� OLYHOLKRRGV� DQG� UREXVW�
ecosystems.

7KHLU� VDLOLQJ� YHVVHO� LV� IXOO\� HTXLSSHG� ZLWK�
VFXED� GLYLQJ� DQG� PXOWLPHGLD� HTXLSPHQW�
as well as numerous educational materials 

FRQFHUQLQJ� RFHDQ� DQG� IRUHVW� FRQVHUYDWLRQ��
This has allowed the Steele-McCutchens to 

¿OP� DQG� VXEVHTXHQWO\� VKRZ� PDQ\� YLOODJHV�
the current state of Vanuatu’s coral reefs and 

also train and assist communities in remote 

DQG�LVRODWHG�ORFDWLRQV�WR�VDIHO\�UHPRYH�WKHVH�
pests from the ocean.

The Llyr crew has also been supporting the 

LQLWLDWLYHV�DOUHDG\�WDNHQ�E\�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�
Fisheries which is currently working towards 

a national mitigation program on the Crown 

of Thorns. 

&RQQRU�6WHHOH�0F&XWFKHQ�LQMHFWV�D�&URZQ�RI�7KRUQV�ZLWK�D�FKHPLFDO�VROXWLRQ�WR�NLOO�LW�DQG��ULJKW��'U�%URRNV�0F&XWFKHQ�FROOHFWV�D�EDJ�IXOO�RI�VWDU¿VK����

Most recently, after hearing word of a large 

RXWEUHDN�LQ�$PDO�DQG�&UDE�%D\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
Area at Malekula, the team met with the 

Fisheries research team and carried out an 

H[WHQVLYH�RSHUDWLRQ�XQGHU�WKHLU�JXLGDQFH��

2YHU� D� SHULRG� RI� IRXU� GD\V�� WKH� 6WHHOH�
0F&XWFKHQV� NLOOHG�PRUH� WKDQ� ����� VWDU¿VK�
that were located at depths inaccessible to 

snorkellers.

7KHLU�FDSDFLW\�WR�NLOO�VXFK�ODUJH�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�
VWDU¿VK� LQ� D� VKRUW� SHULRG� RI� WLPH�ZRXOG� QRW�
KDYH�EHHQ�SRVVLEOH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�¿YH�LQMHFWLRQ�
JXQV� WKDW� WKH\� KDG� RQ� ERDUG�� VSHFL¿FDOO\�
VHOHFWHG�WR�NLOO�WKLV�FRUDO�GHYRXULQJ�VSHFLHV��

Working in close collaboration with Peter 

Whitelaw, secretary of the Vanuatu Scuba 

Operator’s Association, the Steele-

McCutchens researched and purchased this 

HTXLSPHQW�SULRU�WR�WKHLU�H[SHGLWLRQ��

8VLQJ� WKH� PHWKRGV� GHYHORSHG� E\� ,5'� DQG�

Fisheries research team, each person was 

DEOH� WR� NLOO� EHWZHHQ� �������� VWDU¿VK�ZLWKLQ�
D�VLQJOH�VFXED�GLYH�ZLWK�WKH�XVH�RI�D�UHDGLO\�
DYDLODEOH�QDWXUDO�FKHPLFDO�VROXWLRQ�

³:H�ZHUH�RYHUZKHOPHG�E\�WKH�VKHHU�QXPEHU�
RI�&URZQ�RI�7KRUQV�VWDU¿VK�ZKHQ�ZH�LQLWLDOO\�
DUULYHG� LQ�$PDO�DQG�&UDE�%D\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
Area, which were feeding on one of the 

most spectacular coral reef ecosystems in 

Vanuatu,” said Dr Steele. 

³%\� WKH� IROORZLQJ� GD\�� DIWHU� UHYLVLWLQJ� WKH�
VDPH�VLWH��WKH�UHHI�ZDV�VFDWWHUHG�ZLWK�VWDU¿VK�
corpses, so we could see the work we had 

GRQH�KDG�EHHQ�HIIHFWLYH�´

The efforts of the Steele-McCutchen family 

come in addition to the work currently being 

carried out by other entities including New 

=HDODQG�YROXQWHHUV�$QQH�DQG�(ULF�6LPPRQV�
DQG�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�JURXS�2FHDQVZDWFK�

These groups are not only reporting all 

outbreaks and sighting of Crown of Thorns 

VWDU¿VK� WR� WKH� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� )LVKHULHV� EXW�
DUH� DOVR� DFWLYHO\� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH� UHPRYDO�
RI� WKLV� LQYDVLYH� VSHFLHV� IURP� UHHIV� DV� WKH\�
WUDYHO�

The Steele-McCutchens will continue their 

expedition to the Islands of Ambae, Ambrym, 

3HQWHFRVW��(SL�DQG�(PDH�EHIRUH�OHDYLQJ�IRU�
the United States in late September. They 

plan to return to Vanuatu in April next year.

For further information or to report any large 

QXPEHU�RI�&URZQ�RI�7KRUQV�VWDU¿VK��FRQWDFW�
)LVKHULHV� 2I¿FHU� -D\YHQ� RQ� �������� RU�
23119. For cruising yachties tune in to the 

Vanuatu Radio Net each morning at 7.30am 

RQ� 86%� IUHTXHQF\� ����� WR� UHSRUW� DQ\�
sightings.

6DUDK�*UDKDP��LV�D�PDULQH�ELRORJLVW�DQG�VKH�
LV� WKH�0DULQH�%LRGLYHUVLW\� 3URMHFW�2I¿FHU� DW�
WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�7RXULVP���6KHID�7RXULVP�
2I¿FH��6KHID�3URYLQFLDO�&RXQFLO��3RUW�9LOD


