News Feature

Making waves for Vanuatu’s coral reefs

by Sarah Graham*
through the islands of Vanuatu for the past
mitigating against the threat of the Crown of
reefs.
Dr Janis Steele and Dr Brooks McCutchen,
along with their three children Connor 19,
with communities, conducting coral reefs
they sail about the archipelago on their yacht
Llyr.
The Steele-McCutchens operate a family
agroforestry farm in the US where they
produce maple syrup and focus on
sustainable farming practices.

work aboard Llyr.

sights due to its rich cultural and biological
Most recently, after hearing word of a large

Fisheries research team, each person was

outbreaks and sighting of Crown of Thorns

Area at Malekula, the team met with the
Fisheries research team and carried out an
projects in Vanuatu strengthen capacity
ecosystems.

The Steele-McCutchens will continue their
expedition to the Islands of Ambae, Ambrym,
that were located at depths inaccessible to
snorkellers.

as well as numerous educational materials

Area, which were feeding on one of the
most spectacular coral reef ecosystems in
Vanuatu,” said Dr Steele.

This has allowed the Steele-McCutchens to

For further information or to report any large

the current state of Vanuatu’s coral reefs and
also train and assist communities in remote
pests from the ocean.
The Llyr crew has also been supporting the
Fisheries which is currently working towards
a national mitigation program on the Crown
of Thorns.
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the United States in late September. They
plan to return to Vanuatu in April next year.

corpses, so we could see the work we had
23119. For cruising yachties tune in to the
Vanuatu Radio Net each morning at 7.30am
Working in close collaboration with Peter
Whitelaw, secretary of the Vanuatu Scuba
Operator’s
Association,
the
SteeleMcCutchens researched and purchased this

The efforts of the Steele-McCutchen family
come in addition to the work currently being
carried out by other entities including New

sightings.

These groups are not only reporting all
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